JAMES QUIN.
33:
W. R. Chetwood, for twenty years the prompter at Drury Lane, tells us this in his " History of the Stage,7' with the following further details of his early career. He played, in his first season, Cleon in ShadwelPs adaptation of Timon of Athens, and the Prince of Tanais in Rowe's Tamerlane. Chetwood saw and admired his genius, and at his suggestion Quin moved up to London, where it is said he was introduced by Ryan to the managers of Drury Lane. His first recorded appearance in London is as Vultur in Charles Johnson's Country Lasses, February 4, 1715. Progress in this day was very much a matter of seniority, but Quin, by what was for him a lucky accident, received very rapid promotion. On November 5, 1716, a grand revival of Tamerlane took place, in which Quin was cast for the small part of the Dervise. On the third night of its run, Mills, the Bajazet, was taken ill, and Quin was allowed to read the part. Probably not one of the older actors saw what an opportunity this was for Quin, who was then in the condition of a " faggot," as novice performers were called, and had in all probability never before had a chance of doing more than speak a few unimportant lines. His reading of the part was received with the greatest applause. Before the next night he made himself perfect in the words, and his accidental triumph was ratified by large and enthusiastic audiences. The company, however, was at this time too strong in leading actors, and there was no room for Quin, who transferred his allegiance to John Rich, and almost at once undertook leading parts.
His first appearance at Lincoln's Inn Fields was on January 7, 1718, as Hotspur, and he remained with Rich from this date until 1734* In 1720, it was proposed that the company should revive The Merry Wives of
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